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Anosognosia — Bases Bioldgicas da Unidade da Consciéncia

Results:

With this work we obtained normative results for the Portuguese Population on the
Behavioural Inattention Test (BIT) a battery used for the diagnosis of Neglect.

Contrary to the norms described at the test manual we found that there is a main effect of
education on the performance in this test, quite evident between the literate and illiterate
populations. There were no age or gender effects.

This educational factor requires different cut-off points in accordance with the
educational level, otherwise healthy illiterate subjects can produce false positive diagnosis.

The distribution of errors was also analysed. Neglect can only be diagnosed if there is an
asymmetry in the distribution of the errors. A diagnosis based only on a low score (below the cut-
of point) can result from an attentional impairment rather than neglect.

These results are original and were not specifically described in the test manual.

The assessment of a group of patients with right hemisphere stroke allowed us to select
the most appropriate and sensitive tests for the acute period. This results are essential for the
design of a short bedside neglect screening battery.
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